Irish Science Teachers Association Survey Jan ‘09
The ISTA are conducting this survey in order to inform the development of a strategic plan for the Association. We would be most grateful if you could take some time to complete it. It will take about 10 minutes.
Teacher Profile:

1. Are you a current member of the ISTA?  Yes   □
No □
2. Name the branch to which you are affiliated   _________________ 
3. Age profile – please tick the appropriate box
20 – 30
□

41 – 50
□
31 – 40
□ 

Over 50
□
4. 
Male □ 
Female □
5.  Are you a:  
Student Member
□
Ordinary member
□
Corporate member
□
please go to Q 27
Life member

□
please go to Q 27
6. Are you a practicing teacher/lecturer?
Yes   □
No  □
7. Are you registered with the teaching Council? Yes   □
No  □
8.  What type of school / College do you teach in?
Voluntary Secondary
□
Vocational


□
Community School

□
Community College

□
Comprehensive School
□
Private school or college
□
Primary School

□ 
Third Level


□
9. What subjects do you teach?

Junior Science
□



Biology  □


Chemistry
□



Physics  □



Mathematics
□


Applied Maths   □



Physics/ Chemistry
□


Other
    □




If other please list  
_________​​​​​​​​______________________  
10.  Do you hold a third level qualification? – if so please state degree(s) or diploma (s)

_______________________________________________________ 

     _______________________________________________________ 

Primary teachers please go to Q 24
Third level lecturers please go to Q 27
School Profile:
11. How many science teachers are in your school _____________ 
12.  Are they all members of the ISTA?   Yes   □
No   □
13.  Does your school have a laboratory technician? Yes   □
No
□
         Go to Q 16
14.  Is the technician  Full time □ or part time □
       If part-time how many hours is he/she employed?  ____________ 

15. Is the Laboratory Technician shared with any other school/college?
Yes   □
No
□
     If yes please give details _____________________________________ 

16. How many laboratories do you have in your school _____________
17. Do you have a Demonstration Room? Yes   □
No
□
18. Is your Demonstration Room being used by non science teachers? 

Yes   □
No
□
19. How long ago is it since your laboratories were built or refurbished? 
________________ years 

20. Are your laboratories in use for all class periods Yes   □   No  □
       If no give a brief detail __________________________________ 
21. Are your laboratories being used by non science teachers? 

Yes   □
No
□
22. Does your school have a Health and Safety?

a) School statement

    Yes   □
No
□

b) Laboratory statement/rules Yes   □
No
□

c) Risk Assessment statements Yes   □  No
□
23. How would you describe resources in your laboratory?

Excellent □ Good □ Adequate□ Poor□
ICT Facilities:

24. Do you have a data projector in your:

a) classroom 

Yes   □  No
□
b) laboratory 


Yes   □  No
□
c) demonstration room 
Yes   □  No
□
25. Please tick the appropriate box:

In your classroom or laboratory do you have a:
	
	Yes
	No
	Is it for your own use
	shared

	PC
	
	
	
	

	laptop
	
	
	
	


26. In your classroom or laboratory do you have:

a) internet available
Yes   □  No
□
b) broadband

Yes   □  No
□
Irish Science Teachers Association:

National Conference:

27. a) Did you ever attend the annual conference?

Yes   □         No
□
b) If yes how many times? ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________ 

c) How many years ago was your last attendance? _______________ 

Council Activities:
28. Have you ever held a position at Council level?

Yes   □      No
□ 
If yes in what capacity (for how many years) _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

29. Are you satisfied with the representation between branch and council?

Yes   □  
    No
□
If No please give suggestions for improvement ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Branch Activities:
30. Are you satisfied with the communication between members and their
      branches?

Yes   □  
    No
□
If No please give suggestions for improvement ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

31. How frequently does your branch hold meetings?
___________ per month.

___________ per term

___________ per year

32. How frequently do you attend?

___________ per month.

___________ per term

___________ per year

33. What type of branch meeting/activities would interest you most? Please mark in a scale of 1 to 9
 1 of highest interest 9 of lowest interest
 Guest speaker □ 


Laboratory Activities □
Coursework discussion □

Exam Paper analysis □

Special Education Needs □ 

Fieldtrip □


Use of ICT □

AfL □   Educational Discussion □
Any other area or issue _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

34. Have you ever held a position as Branch Officer?
Yes   □      No
□ 
If yes in what capacity (for how many years) _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

35. Would a more social element / discussion time at a branch meeting encourage your attendance?
Yes   □      No
□ 
36. Would you be prepared to go on social trips if organised in conjunction with other branches?
Yes   □      No
□
If yes what type of trip would interest you? __________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

37. Have you ever used the ISTA website www.ista.ie
Yes   □      No
□
38. How often have you accessed the website?

Once a week □   Monthly□     A few times a year□
39. Will you use the new on-line website facilities:
                      a) Application     Yes   □      No      □ 
b) Subscription    Yes   □      No      □ 
c) Branch notices Yes   □     No      □ 
d) Reports 
       Yes   □      No
□ 
e) Resources       Yes   □      No
□ 
f) Forum               Yes   □      No
□ 
Science Journal:
40. Do you receive the ISTA ‘Science’ Journal?

Yes   □      No
□ 
41. How would you describe it? Please tick the appropriate box
Excellent □ Good □ Satisfactory □ Poor□
42. Could you suggest how the journal may be improved _______________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
43. Would you be satisfied to receive it in e-journal format only?
Yes   □      No
□ 
Other issues: 

44. Did you ever avail of the ISTA Bookshop?

Yes   □      No
□ 
45. Did you ever enter a team in the ISTA School Quiz competition?
                      Yes   □      No
□ 
46. Could you suggest ways in which the ISTA could improve:


a) curriculum reform through the NCCA __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________  
b) promotion of science and science teaching ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

c) ISTA in general _____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

47. Is there any other comment you would like to make _______________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of the ISTA thank you for completing this survey. 
Please Place in box provided or return to: 
John Lucey, Chairman ISTA, Rock Road, Mallow, Co. Cork.
e-mail: johnlucey@slss.ie
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