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PharmaChemical Ireland,


      




Confederation House,







84-86 Lower Baggot Street,









Dublin 2.

E-mail: Tamara.Lyons@IBEC.ie
Dear Principal,

The Irish Science Teachers’ Association (ISTA) is the teacher professional organisation for second-level science teachers in Ireland.  The Association has thirteen branches around the country which provide continuous professional development opportunities for science teachers. 
In conjunction with PharmaChemical Ireland, the professional body that represents the PharmaChemical sector in Ireland, the ISTA are currently running the PharmaChemical Ireland Science Teacher Awards.  We are asking you to nominate a team of excellent Science teachers within your school that you consider worthy of receiving such an award.  In order to nominate a team of teachers, please complete the attached application form which may be downloaded from the ISTA website www.ista.ie. Completed forms can be emailed to Ms Tamara Lyons at Tamara.Lyons@ibec.ie.  The closing date for applications is Friday the 30th March.   All applications forms received will be assessed by a judging panel consisting of representatives from PharmaChemical Ireland and the ISTA. 

The top three teams, who will be notified of their success by Monday the 9th April, will be invited to participate in a seminar entitled “Encouraging the uptake of Science subjects at Second level”. This seminar will be held in Trinity College, Dublin on Saturday 21st April where each team will present a 10 minute overview on the work done in their school to encourage the uptake of Science subjects. All three teams will be presented with their prizes at the annual ISTA Conference dinner in the Alexander Hotel on Saturday 21st April.  A copy of the marking scheme for the selection of the finalists is attached to this document.
First prize is valued at €1,200 with Runner-up prizes to the value of €600.
Yours sincerely,
Yvonne Higgins, 
Chairperson, Irish Science Teachers’ Association.

                    PharmaChemical Ireland Science Teacher Awards
Application Form
Closing date for receipt of application forms is Friday, 30th March 2012. Late applications will not be accepted. All documents must be 12 point Times New Roman Font.
SECTION A
A copy of the Section A of the following application form must be completed by EACH nominated Science teacher.  
Name of Nominees__________________________________________________
School Address:____________________________________________________

City__________________________Country_____________________________

Home address:_____________________________________________________

E-mail address:________________________________  PPS No_____________
Contact telephone number:________________ Mobile number:_______________

Number of years currently teaching:_____________________________________
Science subjects taught – tick all that apply;

Junior Certificate Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

Biology  FORMCHECKBOX 
  
Chemistry FORMCHECKBOX 

Physics  FORMCHECKBOX 

Name of Nominator:__________________________Title:___________________

Address:___________________________________________________________

E-mail address:_____________________________________________________
Nominator Signature:   _______________________________Date:____________

Principal’s Name___________________________________________________
Contact telephone number:________________ Mobile number:_______________
E-mail____________________________________________________________
I certify that I have read the responses to questions in this form and agree that they are accurate. 

Signature of the Principal: ______________________________Date:______________

PharmaChemical Ireland Science Teacher Awards
Current ISTA member:  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

No FORMCHECKBOX 

Please outline the teacher’s previous involvement with the local ISTA branch:

i. Have they held an officer position within the branch?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 

ii. If yes, please identify the position held;

Chairperson  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Secretary  FORMCHECKBOX 
       Treasurer  FORMCHECKBOX 

Branch Council Rep.  FORMCHECKBOX 

iii. Please outline any other ways in which this teacher has contributed to their local ISTA branch which have not been referred to above;  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv.  Please outline any CPD courses untaken over the past two years:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PharmaChemical Ireland Science Teacher Awards
Section B

 Section B refers to the shared work of the team of nominated Science teachers (one copy completed per school). You may be asked to verify any of your answers below during the judging process.
Please indicate which of the following competitions are entered by Science students of the nominated teachers in the current school year.  Tick all that apply;
Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition    FORMCHECKBOX 

ISTA science quizzes


         FORMCHECKBOX 

SciFest  




         FORMCHECKBOX 

Industry science quizzes


         FORMCHECKBOX 
   Please state__________________

Other – please list: e.g.  Debating Science Issues, ICI Newsletter _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline details of any Science related tours/expeditions organised for students within your school;
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline details of any guest speakers related to the area of Science education invited to your school;
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Is a Laboratory Technician currently employed in your school?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 


No   FORMCHECKBOX 

Please identify other ways in which these teachers have stimulated interest in Science and enhanced the profile of Science subjects within your school; (no more than 500 words);

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PharmaChemical Ireland Teacher Awards
2011-2012

Official Scoring Guide

Name:  _____________________________________

School:  ______________________________________

	Criteria
	Weight
	Score

	Application form completed and signed by nominee, nominator, and principal.
	1
	

	Supporting document to the application form
	10
	

	
	1.  ISTA involvement
	2.  CPD 
	2. Competitions
	3. Tours
	4.  Guest speakers
	5.  Extra Information (increasing student knowledge and skills, unique teaching methods, encourages scientific inquiry)
	6. Laboratory Technician

	Judges Comments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Score
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total Marks
	


Excellent: 20-16, Very good: 15-11, Good:  10-6, Fair:  5-0 

Maximum of twenty points awarded to each of sections 1-6, to give a maximum score of 120 for these sections

**  5 Bonus points are awarded to schools that do not have a laboratory technician.

Overall judge’s comments: ___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Judge: _______________________________________________________ Date:_______________________________________
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