
Join us for an evening of talks about and by people whose daily lives revolve 
around the ocean

We’ll hear about surfers tackling pollution and riding Ireland’s biggest waves, a 
researcher exploring the depths of the ocean in search of new medicines and a 
seasoned marine science communicator bringing the seas to schools. 

Sometimes we don’t realise how crucial our seas are to our daily lives and how our 
actions impact upon them. After hearing these stories, we hope you’ll be inspired 
to learn more, spread the word and take action to help protect our precious ocean 
life support system!

Sea for Society aims to bring about a shift in attitude and an increase in public 
awareness around the issue of maintaining a sustainable marine ecosystem. For 
more information, please visit the official project website www.seaforsociety.eu 
and our Irish blog www.seaforsociety-ireland.blogspot.ie. You can also follow 
our Twitter feed @SeaforSocietyIE to receive updates on our activities.

SEA FOR SOCIETY 
BLUE TALKS 

This event is FREE, thanks to EC FP7 funding, but registration is required.
To register, please email SeaforSocietyBlueTalks@aquatt.ie 

6pm 14 JulY
Paccar Theatre, 

Science Gallery, Dublin



This Mobilisation and Mutual Learning (MML) project is supported by the European Commission under the Science in Society 
Theme of the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development. This product only reflects the views of 
the author(s), and the European Union cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained 
therein.

Hugo Tagholm, CEO, Surfers Against Sewage 
Surfers Against Sewage: Waves, Environment, Community
Hugo has been Chief Executive of Surfers Against Sewage (SAS) 
since 2008. SAS was formed in 1990 in Cornwall by a group of 
surfers who were fed up of the regular sewage slicks and sanitary 
debris at local surf spots. 

Keith Duggan, AuTHOR OF ‘CLIFFS OF INSANITY’ & Chief Sports Writer, 
The Irish Times
Writing Cliffs of Insanity – A Winter on Ireland’s Big Waves 
Keith is an award-winning senior sportswriter with The Irish Times. 
His book, Cliffs of Insanity tells the story of a dedicated group 
of surfers in Co. Clare whose lives revolve around the pursuit of 
Ireland’s wildest waves. 

Dr Margaret Rae, Researcher, Marine Institute and NUI Galway
Marine Biodiscovery
Margaret is a researcher in the Beaufort Marine Biodiscovery 
Programme, examining marine organisms harvested from the Irish 
coast and deep-sea territories in search of species with biological 
characteristics that may have medicinal uses and medical device 
applications. 

Dr John Joyce, Sea for Society Ireland Area Leader, AquaTT
Designing Ocean Literacy Programmes that Work
John is a professional science communicator, published author 
and cartoonist with a background in marine science. He is 
currently the Irish Area Leader for the Sea for Society project. 
John has published four children’s books and five novels. 

Hugh O’Brien Moran, Irish Surf Association Photographer & former 
Irish Surf Champion
Fifty years of Surfing – the evolution of surf culture in Ireland
Hugh is a surf instructor and professional photographer based in 
Tramore, Co. Waterford. He took up surfing in 1965 at the age of 
fourteen. He has won the Irish national championships five times 
and come second in the European masters surfing championships, 
as well as acting as tutor to Ireland’s national teams.
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