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Institute of Biology of Ireland 
Activity Series, 2015 

 
 
 
 
The Institute of Biology of Ireland, as part of the 2015 
activity series, invites its members, families, friends and the 
general public to attend this free lecture.  
 

 
Lecture: The Value of Pollinators  
 
 

Presenter: Dr	  Jane	  Stout,	  Associate	  Professor	  Botany,	  School	  of	  Natural	  Sciences,	  
Trinity	  College	  Dublin	  	  

 
 
Date and Time: Friday, November 13th 2015 @ 8pm 

 
 
Location: Lecture Theatre, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, D9  
 
	  
	  
About the lecture content:  

Pollinators have become popular in the press, the general public and in political spheres. Much of the 
argument for supporting pollinators is based on the fact that they contribute to food production by 
pollinating entomophilous crops. This is valuable for several reasons: for food security for an ever 
expanding human population, to contribute to healthy diets as many insect-pollinated crops contain 
essential and desirable vitamins, to provide consumer choice and access to luxury foods, and because 
crop production has an economic value. The value of pollinators as providers of a service, which is 
key to many terrestrial ecosystems, and indirectly to a wide range of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services, is often overlooked. For example, by pollinating wild plants, insect pollinators contribute to 
the diets of fruit and seed eating animals, enable diverse plant communities with mixtures of insect 
and non-insect pollinated species to persist, and non-bee pollinators perform other functions during 
their larval stages (such as population regulation of plants by caterpillars, and of phytophagous 
insects by hoverfly larvae). Thus the decline of pollinators and their conservation is not only 
economically important, but ecologically as well.  
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	  About the presenter:   

Dr Jane Stout has a PhD in pollination ecology from Southampton University, and has worked at 
Trinity College Dublin since 2001, first as an Enterprise Ireland-funded post-doctoral Research 
Fellow, and subsequently as Lecturer and Research Group leader. Jane’s research focuses on 
understanding the links between biodiversity and ecosystem functioning and the delivery of 
ecosystem services, which ultimately influence human livelihoods and well-being. By unravelling 
complexities of interactions in natural systems, particularly addressing how human activities 
(especially changes in land management and non-native species invasions) affect biodiversity and 
ecosystem services, she aims to provide a rigorous scientific basis for sustainable environmental 
policies and management, including sustainable agricultural practices to ensure global food 
security.  Most of Jane’s research uses plant-pollinator interactions as a model system and she is the 
leading Irish expert in bee and pollination ecology and at the forefront of the field internationally. 
She is an expert on the causes and consequences of bee decline and is a leading partner in the 
development of the All-Ireland Pollinator Strategy. Jane also played a leading role in the 
development of the Irish Forum on Natural Capital, which is working towards the valuation, 
protection and restoration of ecosystem goods and services in Ireland.  

 Getting to the National Botanic Gardens 

GPS users:  either use the garmin loc8 system with this code: NP7-57-F53 
or input the following latitude 53.3717 and longitude -6.2696  

By Bus:  
4 ( Route Map Harristown, Ballymun, Botanic Ave., Phibsboro Shopping Centre, O'Connell 
St., Pembroke Rd., Blackrock, Stradbrook ) 
9 ( Route Map Limekiln Ave. South Circular Rd. O'Connell St. Botanic Rd. Beneavin Rd. 
Charlestown ) 
83 ( Route Map Kimmage {Sundrive road, Rathmines} / Harristown {Ballygall Road East}) 
 
For any other starting points in Dublin, use Hittheroad.ie which is an excellent website 
showing you how to get between any two points in Dublin City, using a smart combination 
of Dublin Bus, Luas and DART routes. 
 
By Car, Bike or on Foot:  
From the south, or City centre: leave Dublin via the Drumcondra road (N1) and turn left at 
Botanic Avenue (Fagan's pub), just before crossing the river Tolka. At end of Botanic 
Avenue turn left at T-junction 
 
ALTERNATIVELY, leave the city via Phibsborough, on the Finglas road (N2). Just after 
passing over the Royal Canal, follow the one way system around Hart's corner, turning 
right, then left onto Botanic Road. At the bottom of the hill turn left at the traffic lights. The 
Botanic Gardens are 100m past this junction and on the left. 
 
Car parking facilities are available: Hours 1 and 2: €1 per hour; Hours 3 onwards: €2 per 
hour. 
	  
Visit www.ibioli.net for more information on the activities and role of the Institute of Biology of 
Ireland. 


